





Yell, shiver me timbers, splice the mainbrace and avast behind. We
come to the last of the regular season, and it's congratulations to
the Lopdon Warriors for securing the regular season top spot. This
gives Warriors home advantage in the play-offs, with the added
bonue that should they win this, they are straight through to the
final.

At the time of writing, it's a three way scrap between Cambridge
Knights, Waltham Forest Angels and the Croydon Blue Jays for the
sixth and final play off spot, but they are also the thres teans
itrying not to finish in last place for the promotion and relegation
rlay-offs.

Promotion from the Rookie Division is down to the match between
Tonbridge Bobcats and Loadon Stormers at Barnes (Sep 12). As
Lakenheath have guest status only, the positions for Tonbridge and
London stand as follows :— out of a possible 12 games, Tonbridge
won 9, lost 2, Stormers won 8, lost 2. Victary for Tonbridge gives
them the title, and victory for BStormers would leave them the
postponed game with the Basildon Marimers of 18tk July te play.
However, win or lose, Stormers are champions, as a fipnish of
Stormers and Bobecats both on 9-3 would mean Leondon winning by
virtue af the results between the two clubs, which would favour
Stormers 3 to 1.

Returning tc our nautical theme, and thanks again to the ever
inventive Rex Phillips for this issues cover. & man of many tastes
and talents, for those in the know, the shading on the cover is in
the correct heraldic fashion to indicate the true flag colours.

BREAKING APART 7

The October issue of Anglo-American Sports makes interesting
reading, though from the BBF peoint of view, it is something af a
tale of woe., The two Scottizh members of National Premier League
Horth, Tayside Cobras and Fintry Braves, have both left the
competition, whilst the East Midlands league has seen its



LINEDRIVE ! VOL II ISSUE 10
membership decreasze from e2ight {teams to three, ané one of the
three, Norwich Wanderers, have not had a conpetitive game since
May 15th, There is a let’ar published from their manager, Andrew
Aron, stating their intention to approach HNLE for next season.
Finally, a number of az vet unidentified teams have broken away
from BEF to form the independant Baseball Scouthwest crganisation.

One would hope that the EiF would look arpound and =ay o National
League, 'Okay, =0 perhaps vyou guys weren't wrong', however, if I
know BBF, their attitude will be that KNLE started the bhreakaway
idea, and that it is, therefzre, all our fault,

From a fans point of wview. [ feel that UK baseball needs to split
itz organisation up. Have a governing body for the sport that tells
the UK clubs what rules fthey play by, and guides them on matters
of public relations and related discipline, whilst the day to day
running of the leagues be devolved %o smaller, more regicnalised
competitions. With fhe regional leagues, playing by the same rules,
having the =mame age and sationality eligibilities, they could then
meet in a nationwide knock-out cup tournament, meaning just the
occasional, but exciting, long distance ftrip e=ach season, whilst
playing localised league=, where travelling is not a factor to
discourage amateur clubs,

That way, the individual lsague officials have lesz of a worklead,
because, where necessary, they can refer important matters on to

the independant governing body.

REPORIE & SCORES

Natignal league - Senior Division 29/8/93
P1121 314516171818 RIHIEL

Epfield Spartanst0i010101)1010101011i7t4% LP Rob ¥elson

¥ igrzs 1180101011121 011iXi5(18i21 WP Alan Smith

The last of the +three regular season games between the two
Chanpionship finalists of the last two seasons saw Warriors make a
clean sweep of games against the Spartans.
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For a long time, it looked as though Cody Cain's opening RBI would
be the only score for the match, especially after a neat double
play by Spartans in the bottom of the fourth. Steve Coombs (2b),
dived low to catch a Brad Thompson linedrive, and with Cody Cain
well on his way to third, had the simple ftask of relaying to Julian
Fountain at short for the second out,

A Rob Lanaric single in the fifth produced Enfields only score, but
he was immediately put out at second, QOliver Heidecker &9
fielding a Brad Cruickshank grounder, and just making the throw to
home plate to out Julian Fountain for the double-play.

Yarriors quickly restored their lead. Sian Smulders hit a triple,
followed by a grounder to third by Alan Smith. In  an
uncharacteristically poor display, Steve Simmans (3b) overthrew to
home, allowing Smulders to score.

4Alan Smith added to the Warrior tally with a two RBI single in the
zixth, and a& Julian Fountain overthrow allowed Oliver Heidecker o
reach home in the eighth., With a 5-1 lead to defend, Cody Cain
pitched the ninth, collecting three quick K's,

1121314151671 Rl
Lopndon Warriors! 61113131014 120111 WP Vincente Martinez
Bury Saints F2i0101 Q1001 31 LP John Hevelle

11121314]1516171 Rl
[Of 101 130101 WP Alan Smith
Bury Saints 121010101012101 4] L? Tony Anstatt

Not a detailed report for thes two gsmes, as your editor had his
nose buried in the scorebock, attempting to record the game. Also,
as the two games lasted somewhat longer than anticipated, the
Linedrive ! team bad to flee, hot fot from the game, to make the
bus home, and so had littie time to make netes from the afterncon.

In both games Bury got off te a flying start. A two run homer by
Tony Anstatt in game ome, and we believe, Anstait amongst the
scorers for the first inning of game two. Sadly Varriors lost the
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services of Harry Atwood in the third inning of zame one. Diving
back to tag-up at first, Atwood received a nasty gash in his hand
and spent much of the afterncon at Peterberough's Queensgate
Hospital. Linedrive ! wishes him a spesdy racovery.

Undaunted, Alan Bloomfield struck a vital three run homer %o put
Varriors ahead, and with Oliver Heidecker on top form, waiting no
longer than the second pitch to hit John XNevelle all around the
park, London szaoon surged into & big lead. Considering the fact that
Bury Saints stand a sirong chance of finishing second, thiz was a
consumate display of thoughful baseball fo show London's dominance.

CTANDINGS
¥n Lt Pent GB
London Warriors 17 2 .895
Bury Saints 12 7 .632 5
Enfield Spartans 1¢ 7 .58& &
Eszex Eagles 10 9 .326 7

Birmingham Brewers © 10 .474 8

Cambridge Knights 7 12 .368 10
Waltham Fst Angels 5 14 .263 12
Croydon Blue Jays 4 13 .235 12

SCHEDULES 12/9/93
Bury Saints € Cambridge Knights. Birmingham Brewers @ Croydon Blue
Jays. London VWarriors @ Essex Eagles (DH). Enfield Epartans @
¥altham Faorest Angels.

Croydon Blue Jays @ Birmingham Brewers. Cambridge Knights ® Bury
Saints, Waltham Forest Angels @ Enfield Spartans.

Issue 11 of Linedrive ! will be out for the championship play-offs
of the 2Bth/26th September. Hope to se= vou all at the Grand Final
at RAF Feltwell.
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